
Bringing The Vietnam War to the Home 
Front for Students
Grades 6-12 (seating limit 20)
Session: 1
Ken Burns and Lynn Novick’s latest PBS 
documentary series, The Vietnam War, is 
spurring significant conversations about one of 
our country’s most divisive periods. Learn how 
you can bring this important history home for 
your students with both PBS and KCPT’s locally 
focused content and resources. 
Presenters: 
 Lindsey Foat
 Community Engagement Producer, KCPT
 
 Elizabeth Hansen
 KCPT Kids Engagement Coordinator, KCPT
 
 Nolle Bond, High School Social Studies
 Raytown School District

Communication Across Divides: 
Holding Space for Different 
Perspectives
Grades K-12
Session: 5
Now more than ever, young people need 
examples of adults modeling effective 
communication strategies. In this interactive 
session participants will practice compassionate 
listening by engaging in discussions on their “hot 
buttons,” and develop their communication skills 
by utilizing various nonviolent strategies. 
Presenter: 
 Tabari A. Coleman, MPA, Education Director 
 Anti-Defamation League

Creating Magic in Your Classroom
Grades K-8
Session: 3
It’s no secret that engagement in the classroom 
is vital to student success in learning and 
development. And with 92 percent of kids today 
playing one or more types of games regularly, 
game-like experiences could boost student 
engagement and motivation in the classroom.
Through experiences in the gaming industry, 
along with a sharing of concepts and examples,  
attendees can be confident that they’ll have a 
deeper understanding of how gaming can be 
applied effectively in their unique classrooms.
The session ends in an open-format discussion 
where attendees can learn from one another 
on how to turn their classroom into an engaging 
environment that fosters lifelong learning. The 
session will also demo “Coda Quest” and the 
Edcoda game-based learning platform that uses 
adaptive technology to deliver engaging and 
measurable learning experiences. 
Presenter: 
 Clarence Tan, CEO Edcoda, LLC 

Design Thinking and Google Suite for 
Education
Grades 3-12
Session: 3
This session focuses on design thinking, a human-
centered, action-based approach to creatively 
solving problems in your community. By going 
through the five stages: Empathize, Define, 
Ideate, Prototype and Test, we will discover how 
Google Suite for Education can help support you 
and your students on your design adventures. 
Please bring a laptop or Chromebook to this 
interactive session.
Presenter: 
 Joe Park, Instructional Technology Coordinator  
 St. Therese North
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Digital Feedback 
Grades 6-12
Session: 4
Teacher feedback to students becomes more 
meaningful when it can be given in real time. 
Technology has provided the avenue for students 
and teachers to have conversations about 
learning in real time. Using private comments, 
doc comment features and provided resources, 
teacher feedback can provide support, 
motivation and learning resources. Learn the 
most effective ways to provide feedback to 
students and initiate peer feedback and maximize 
the benefits of providing the fastest responses to 
students possible.
Presenter: 
 Lindsay Stephenson, Instructional Facilitator  
 Leavenworth School District

Every Student is a Superhero
Grades K-8
Session: 1
Imagination Station is a comprehensive 
e-learning program known for accurate 
formative assessments, adaptive curriculums and 
engaging teacher tools. Programs are available in 
reading, math and reading in authentic Spanish.

Istation computer-adaptive game-like 
assessments immediately place students on 
personalized instructional paths unique to their 
needs. Interactive lessons digitally present 
content with engaging animation, while explicit 
and direct instruction connects lessons and 
activities to help increase student understanding. 
Teachers can select from thousands of lessons for 
follow-up instruction and intervention.
 
We will share how districts in Kansas and 
Missouri are using the assessments and teacher 
resources to support small-group and whole-
group learning. Differentiated content supports 
students at all tier levels pre-K-8.
 
All participants will receive a sample pack of 
teacher-directed lessons.

Presenter: 
 Julie Ellis, Sales Account Executive, Istation

Human-Centered Design Principles for 
Educators
Grades K-12
Session: 1
Inspire - Ideate - Implement. These three 
design techniques are deployed to prototype 
new, innovative product/service solutions, so 
why aren’t we applying these techniques more 
intentionally in classroom projects, department/
team plans, work groups like Professional 
Learning Communities and PTAs, schoolwide 
initiatives and beyond? This workshop covers 
the essentials of the human-centered design 
methodology and process. Attendees are 
innovative, empathetic, in search of impact, and 
looking to level up their game; prepare to get 
equipped with takeaways geared for immediate 
application. 
Presenter: 
 Nick Dorn, Director of Education/Learning
 KC Social Innovation Center

Integrating Technology With 
Instruction
Grades K-12
Session: 1
The purpose of integrating technology with 
instruction is ultimately to build classroom 
community, use high-quality lesson design, 
and offer opportunities for critical thinking 
and authentic learning experiences. Using an 
instructional model to assess whether or not a 
student activity is transformed with the use of 
technology will be explored.
Presenter: 
 Judi Simmons Estes, Ph.D. 
 School of Education, Park University
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Integrating the Aurasma Across 
Disciplines 
Grades 6-12 
Sessions: 2 & 5
Aurasma is a popular and cutting-edge 
technology that enables teachers to connect 
digital content such as video to images in books, 
classroom walls and bulletin boards. Aurasma is 
an augmented reality site that allows you to see 
and interact with the world in a new way. With 
Aurasma, every image, object and even place 
can have its own aura. Auras can be as simple 
as a video and a link to a webpage or as complex 
as a lifelike 3-D animation. The Aurasma app is 
more versatile and classroom-friendly than any 
AR app; it enables teachers to bring curriculum 
to life, turning almost any environment into a 
classroom, or object into a lesson. In this session, 
you will learn how to create an interactive poster 
using Aurasma.
Presenter: 
 Ina P. Montgomery
 Founder and Edupreneur of Urban TEC

Lights, Camera, Teach!  
Grades K-12
Sessions: 3 
See yourself through the eyes of your students. 
What is the quality of your mathematics 
instruction? What is the power of video, and 
how can it be utilized in the classroom? In 
this interactive session participants will be 
provided with the opportunity to be a reflective 
practitioner by exploring opportunities and 
benefits from being videotaped. Participants 
will witness the “good” in a learner-friendly 
environment for both the classroom teacher and 
the students. The Making Math Matter grant 
in cooperation with KCPT, the Blue Springs 
School District, Center School District, Hickman 
Mills School District and Wellington-Napoleon 
School District provided an opportunity for 
educators to be filmed as a component of their 
professional learning communities established 
within the grant. Please join us as we talk about 
our experiences and offer support for individuals 
or teams to develop an action plan for classroom 
policies, procedures and best practices for all 
students.
Presenters: 
 Craig Dierking, 6-12 Math Instructional Coach
 Blue Springs School District
 
 Erin Bailey, Elementary Instructional Coach
 Blue Springs School District

Mission: Code (seating limit 20)
Grades 3-8
Session: 1
This session will illustrate how to empower girls 
and boys with basic computational thinking 
skills and knowledge of computer programming 
concepts. Attendees will do this in the same 
fun, accessible way as all of the Mad Science 
classes. In a world that is increasingly influenced 
by technology, we believe that it’s essential for 
children to get familiar with 21st-century skills 
and the understanding of how we, as humans, 
program machines to create a better future.
Presenter: 
 Natalie Bradshaw
 Instructor Operations - Coding Specialist
 Mad Science

Sessions 2 & 4

 Syed Amaanullah
 Product Director, PBS
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Presenter: 

PBS LearningMedia,
Free Digital Resources Classroom 
Grades K-12 

Cultivating Innovative Thinking with Digital Media	

Digital media is changing the way that educators teach – and 
transforming the way that students learn. Join Syed 
Amaanullah, Director of Product Management for PBS 
LearningMedia, as he explores the ways that digital content 
can be used to capture the focus of 21st century students while 
strengthening the key skills that lead to innovation: 
communication, collaboration, critical thinking, and creativity.
 
This session will offer participants an-depth look at the PBS 
LearningMedia platform and feature-set, including how 
LearningMedia works with Google Classroom, Clever, Remind 
and other third-parties to bring real value to teachers.



Promoting Student Agency and 
Empowerment Through Personalized 
Learning via Technology
Grades 9-12
Session: 2
The words “personalized learning” have become 
such educational buzzwords, but we as educators 
can truly provide students with opportunities for 
these types of learning experiences in authentic 
ways. In this session, students from the Platte 
County High School Tech Deck will share their 
experiences of empowerment and student 
agency through their process of creating a 
documentary to highlight aspects and benefits 
of the school’s Flexible Personalized Learning 
initiative and other forms of project- and 
problem-based learning. Participants will leave 
with a better understanding of personalized 
learning and one process by which to accomplish 
it.
Presenter: 
 Sarah Larson, Student Technology Help Desk  
 Learning Facilitator
 Platte County High School

Service-Learning: On-Ramps to 
Workforce Readiness
Grades K-12
Session: 4                         
                                                                     
Community service is dead. Long live service 
learning! Got your attention? Good. This workshop 
helps teachers, student organization sponsors 
and administrators improve on outdated 
community service initiatives and rebuild 
intentional and measurably enriching projects 
that change lives. This workshop provides 
attendees with the tools to disrupt the currency 
exchange of community-service hours and ignite 
student empowerment, servant-leadership, and 
true workforce development for tomorrow’s gig 
economy. Join us to rethink 21st-century skills 
with the aim of channeling student talent and 
aspirations to productive and purposeful careers 
with real social impact.
Presenter:
 Nick Dorn, Director of Education/Learning
 KC Social Innovation Center

Social Media 101
Grades: K-12
Sessions: 3
Do you feel helpless, uncomfortable or unsure 
when using social media? Then come learn the 
basics of social media from creating accounts 
and posting to privacy settings and direct 
messages at “Social Media 101.” 
Presenter: 
 Hilary Becker, Social Media Manager
 KCPT | The Bridge | Flatland

Sheets Aren’t Scary
Grades: K-12
Sessions: 5
If you’re like me, Sheets is one of those things that 
if you don’t use it a lot, you find yourself needing 
a regular refresher. Don’t let Sheets scare you 
though, because it’s a great way to collect, 
organize and analyze all kinds of information for 
you and your students. We’ll look at formulas, 
add-ons and Sheet’s cousin, Forms! 
Presenter: 
 Kyle Pace, Director of Technology
 Grain Valley School District

Student Views & Voices putting K-12 
students on KCPT
Grades K-12
Session: 4
Learn how your students from kindergarten to 
high school can be a part of KCPT productions, 
reporting and storytelling. KCPT staff will 
introduce three major initiatives around 
education including the American Graduate 
project (students share how their school is 
preparing them for the workforce), Take Note 
(youth share their perspectives on education 
through student reporting and media production), 
and Local Stories on KCPT Kids  (highlight the 
work in your K-5 classroom on KCPT’s 24/7 PBS 
Kids channel).
Presenters: 
 Angee Simmons, KCPT
 VP of Education and Engagement
 Elizabeth Hansen, KCPT
 Kids Engagement Coordinator
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The Inquiry Based Classroom
Grades K-12
Session: 3
Learn about transforming the classroom from 
teacher-led direct instruction to a student-led 
educational format. Changing the teacher role 
to serve as an educational adviser and mentor 
can change the classroom experience. We will 
discuss how  this will involve a reflection on learning 
objectives, skills and grading. We will talk about 
how hyperdocs can be used to turn students into 
investigators of their learning. We will look at how to 
create a learning space with student expectations 
for a new way of learning.
Presenter: 
 Mathew Stephenson 
 Olathe School District

Think like a Computer: Coding for 
Today’s Students
Grades K-12
Session: 2 & 4
Despite what you have heard, computers do 
not actually have a brain. They rely on humans 
to give them the needed directions to perform 
the tasks we require of them. How can we begin 
to know how to communicate with something 
without a brain? In this workshop you will be 
challenged to “do what kids do” — explore, tinker 
and problem solve. By examining problem solving, 
communication and writing clear directions, 
we will introduce teachers to activities that not 
only will get their students ready for coding but 
also will get them started coding! This workshop 
is relevant for teachers of any age group and 
will include lots of hands-on activities so that 
participants can get their brains moving as they 
learn to think like a computer.
Presenters:  
 Cynthia Garrety, PhD
 Instructional Technology Facilitator
 Hickman Mill C-1 School District
 
 Kristie Sanborn
 Instructional Technology Facilitator
 Hickman Mills School District

Trauma: Help, Hope and Healing: How 
To Help Young Children Heal From 
Traumatic Events
Grades K-12
Session: 2 & 5
Half of all children in the United States under the 
age of 17 will experience an event that may cause 
physical, emotional or psychological distress and 
may threaten their safety, health and happiness 
in big and lasting ways. But with the latest 
research, the power of healing relationships (and 
a little help from Big Bird), these experiences 
do not have to define a child’s life. This session 
will provide an overview about trauma and how 
it impacts the young child. We will explore how 
the Sesame Street in Communities resources 
can help adults navigate this difficult period 
in a child’s life and promote hope and healing.
Presenter: 
 M. Ann Thomas, LCSW, President/CEO
 The Children’s Place

Using Social Media to Grow 
Professionally
Grades K-12 
Session: 5
The best teachers are those who remain 
lifelong learners. It is sometimes hard to find 
collaboration partners within your own building. 
There are many opportunities to grow through 
the use of social media. Learn the social media 
communication and collaboration skills that 
programs like Voxer, Twitter Chats, Slack, and 
Google Hangouts can add to your professional 
network.
Presenter:  
 Lindsay Stephenson, Instructional Facilitator 
 Leavenworth School District

Who Rules Who? Show Your Gmail 
Who’s Boss!
Grades 6-12
Session: 1
Do you feel like your inbox is trying for a hostile 
takeover of your productivity? Come and learn 
how to make your Gmail work for YOU and not the 
other way around! Let’s get that inbox cleaned 
up, get things organized, and look at ways to work 
smarter with your mail!
Presenter:  
 Kyle Pace, Director of Technology
 Grain Valley School District
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